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S
JoTES ON THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

[ESSON FOR NOVEMBER 8.

———

David's Grief Over Absalom.
(2 Sam. 18:24-33.)
(15 THE YOUNG MAN SAFE ?"

The teacher will have a go?d deal
rervening history to review to-
day. The main points are as fol-
]m;.‘; Absalom’s rebellion gathered
foree rapidly. David, however, was
d warrior and shrewd, and be-
gan to lnr_t,_‘r‘;ﬂliZO his forces for sue-
‘ ] resistance. Fortunately for
him, he had three good generals—
Joah, Abishai, and Ittai. He divid-
o his forces into three armies, and
hosts of Absalom
In giving instruc-
tions to his generals, David bade
:3-1»'-:zu under all eireumstances, to
cnare the life of his son. The for-
t:m,_--_; of war leaned toward David’s
grmy. and Absalom was driven de-
I'r‘:ifi'"'i from the field. Riding in hot
haste the forest, his head
was eanght in the spreading boughs
£ a terebinth tree, where Joab found
him ard slew him. The battle over,
awift - runners were despatched to
tidings to the king. This
brings us to the lesson text. Having
lealt with the text in the best way
that is open to the teacher, we would
west that for the practical appli-
eation we take the suggestive ques-
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tion of David eoncerning his son:
“Ts the ¥
There are many yvoung Absaloms in
this world., TLike him, they have
many things that make them very

ung man Absalom safe®’

attractive  in  the eyes of others.
EBut the course that they are pur-
siing makes this question of Da-
id’'s yery appropriate in their ecase.
“Is the yonng. man safe ?? This is a
Fst hat many  a  young man
would resent if it were asked of him.
His reply would be: “Yes; I am per-
fect] Still, let us press the
atter a little, for it is full of in-
“Is the young man safe?’- No.
“Why 10t 7 Well, he has begun to
indulge in strong drink, and though
he has never vet been intoxieated,
still | tite seems somewhat too
strong for him totally to restrain it.
I‘ vould resent the suggestion that
0e 13 danger, but that does
alts tact. Thousands better
n he brgan as he has done, and
‘ li«l their lives under the
awinl drink. What has hap-
' ’1"‘1‘ t ¢r< may happen to him,
i he may yet fill a drunkard’s
srave. While he indulges in strong
TNk, | not be said that that
WNE mian 1< safe.
.
e mg man safe?” No.
oL t DBecause he has given
! money-making, and all
2 1 subordinate place in
's becoming a money-
g w5 all his sympathies
rfed, so that the ealls
Sr_:-li ‘ e disregarded and his
wiey ot shirinking  away. The
:'.-.I-. '. s developing, and be-
} - Enews 1t he will be a miser.
Wtnsness is idolatry, and
ek ' 15 becoming an idola-
I"--:Q;-}.:a A ; rican idolater. Is that

US, ‘}!:I?\Sil.}le a]]d actu&l,

too, for we have thousands of them,
and many of them belong to the out-
ward church of _the Master. Mott
Street has Chinese idols ahd Wall
Street has American idols, and be-
fore each there are many worship-
ers.
“Is the young man safe?’ No.
“Why not? Because he is reckless
in his way of handling money. His
income is not large, but his outlay
i1s. How shall the difference be met?
That is the question that troubles
him. It does not occur to him that
the outlay _must be stopped. No.
There must be some other solution
to his question, and in time the re-
sult of the way in which he solved
that problem becomes only too ap-
parent. Forgery, embezzlement,
theft—these are the ways in which
he hoped to inecrease his income.
For a while all worked well. But at
length there came that awful day
when all was discovered, and the end
is told behind the bars of the State
prison. The danger with our young
man began when his income was not

sufficient for his manner of living.
“Is the young man safe?’ No.
“Why not?” Because his thougths
are not pure. He keeps company
with such imaginations as he would

be aShamed of if others could see|

them. But from thoughts to de-
sires, and from desires to deeds are
logical steps. True, he would not
acknowledge the danger at the pres-
ent moment, but a look ahead into
the future will reveal this same
young man unblushingly doing deeds
at which he would have stood aghast
a few years ago. No, while he keeps
such mental company as he now
does, he is far from being safe.

“Is the young man safe?’ No.
“Why ngt?’ Because he has a lot of
opinions that are false. He has be-
gun to disbelieve the Word of God.
He has commenced to think that
prayer is useless. And though he
still goes through the outward form,
the life of it all has fled, and it will
be only a gquestion of time before all
outward form will die, and the young
man finds himself without a belief in
God or in eternal truth. Has this
not been the history of hundreds of
young men who at one time prom-
ised so well?

If I had a class of parents I would
also make the following application:

“Is the young man safe?’ No.
“Why not?” Because there is a lack
of the right parental example, and,
other things being equal, the young
man will follow the example of his
father. The home life in many fam-
ilies is such that the young man is
in the very greatest danger, since,
if he follows that example, he is sure
to run into grave peril.

Finally, “Is thé young man safe?”
Yes. “Why?” Because he has taken
the Word of God as the man of his
counsel. He ecan say: “Thy Word
have I hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin against thee.” That
is a good safe-guard, for, as some-
one ha# said, it is a good thing, hid-
den in a good place, for a good pur-
pose. He who takes the Word, and
with it offers the prayer, “Order my
steps in thy word,” is safe. For God
has promised to guide all such, as we
saw in lesson No. 4. There is no
safeguard like the Word of God, tak-
en as the daily guide of a young man.
If he takes heed to his steps, “accord-
ing to thy Word,” there are no temp-
tafions }t]gat shall overcome him, and
no dangers from which he shall not
escape. We know of no other course
that shall enable us to answer thf;'
question, “Is the young man safe?
in the affirmative—Rev. A. F.

Schauffler, D. D.

A RUNAWAY BICYCLE,

Terminated with an ugly cut on
the leg of J. B. Orner, Franklin
Grove, IIl. It developed a stubborn
ulcer unyielding to doctors and
remedies for four- years. Then
Bucklen’s Arnica Salve cured. It’s
Just as good for Burns, Sclds, Skin
Eruptions and Piles. 23e, at all
druggists.

(INCORPORATED ) '
Capital Stoek, $30,000.00.

RALRIGH, N. C. CHARLOTTE, N. C.

BUSINESS.—When you thinking of going
———— 10 8chool, write for College
Journal and Special Offer of the Leading
Business and Shorthand Schools. Address

J. H. KING, Pres., Raleigh, N. C.

A superior. lot of

POLAND CHINAS.

71% by my fine
Boars, Grsg 8 Big Chief” g and * Vietor
G 57076 The two best strains of living hogs
represented in this herd—Sows in pigs, and
young Foars and Sows of all ages. Send ito
headquarters and get the best, from the old-
est and gest herd of Poland Chinas in this
State, at one-half Western prices.
Address, J. B. GRAY,
Fredericg#burg, Va.

Money Saved by Buying Through the

BUSINESS AGENCY. |

COTTON GINS, COTTON PRESSES,
e —————————————— e e e e o
HAY PRESSES, MOWERS, RAKES, .

Fruit Tress.

" Apples, 4%c. to 73%c. each ; Peaches, 3c. to 734c.; Pears,
7 ¥c. to 15¢.; Mulberrles, 7%/c. to 10c.
Send for PRICE LisT with varieties, etc.

Field Seed.

Crimson Clover—Prime.________________ $2.80 per bus.
Crimson Clover—Choice - __________ 295 «
Crimson Clover—Trade-Mark ___________ 310
Red Clover—Good._~ _________________ 635 ¢
Red Clover—Prime ___________________ 6,55 -4 °
Red Clover—Choice —___ ______________ Gzg
Jacern or AlfalMa _ ... ool .16 pound.
Burr Clover,clean . ________________ .7 “
(Sacks 15 cents.)
, Crass Seed.
Timothy—Prime —___ _________________ $1.60 per bus.
Timothy—Choice .. ____ _ R e e nyoe - %
Orchard Grass—Prime_.____ ___________ X K0 I8
Ozchard Grass—Choice . __ ____________ 1.65 ¢
Red Top—Inchaff _________ __________ A0 5
Red Top—Fancy cleaned —___ __________ .08 pound.
| Oats. -

Virginia Winter Gray—Prime __________ $0.60 per bus.
Virginia Winter Gray—Choice____ ._____ .64, "
Reéti Rust Proof—Prime____Z ____ ______ .55 ¢
Red Rust Proof—Choice ___ ___________ .
Rye—Winter ____ ____ ____ ____ . 76 =

Seced Wheat in Two and One-half

gs.

Red Wonder (Bearded)- . __________ $1.30 per
Fuoleaster (Beaxded).. . oo iina i 120
Lancaster (Bearded) —_________________J 1.20 “
Red May (Smooth Head)_ ____ __________ .35
Vetches and Rape.
Rape, Dwaif Basex o e o e $0.06 pound.
Hairy or Sand Vetch__ ____ __ ________ .08 “
Boghsh Vetel e i e e o 06 o«
) Onion Sets.

Yellow Danvers, per bu,, 32 1bs._ ______ $1.25
Silver Skin, per bu., 32 lbs___________ 1.65
White Multipliers, per bu., 40 lbs..____ 2.50
Yellow Potato, small, per bu., 40 lbs_.___. 2.75

(Crates, extra, 1oc. ; Bushel Hampers, 1§¢ ; Barrel, 25¢.)
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice.

SEND ALL ORDERS TO

T. B. PARKER, S. B. A..
' RALEIGH, N. C.
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